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INCORPORATING THE VILLAGES OF BROOK, ENTON, MILFORD,WITLEY & WORMLEY

Welcome to the 2006
Newsletter

Witley Parish Council this year
attended both the Brook and
Milford Fetes in an attempt to get to
know you and for you to see some
of the things we do. Both Fetes
were well attended and many of you
stopped by our new marquee to say
hello. From these two events we
have successfully recruited new
Councillors and are almost up to
our quota but there is always room
for one more, if you are interested.

Our Groundsman, Kevin Flynn,
has many acres of open space,
woodland and several ponds to
attend to along with Football and
Cricket Pitches and during the
growing season this can be a bit like
painting the Forth Bridge, but he
seems to be keeping it under
control and our thanks go to him 
for his work.

We have also taken on two more
litter pickers so you now have four
teenagers out and about collecting up
the discarded tins, bottles and crisp
packets to assist with keeping your
streets and play areas clean and tidy.
They are doing a great job.We hope
you have noticed their efforts also.

During the winter months we
attempted to clear through the Pleck.
This was for a couple of reasons, one
being to take the undergrowth back
away from the footpaths and also to
let a little light into the woodland so
the spring flowers could come
through.The exercise proved very
successful and the area looked
splendid with wild daffodils finding
their way through earlier in the year.
We are intending to keep this area
cut back along the fringes to assist
with sight lines and for safety reasons.
You may be interested to know that
we took away many trailer loads of
rubbish which included two
motorbikes and large bundles of
undelivered free newspapers.We
would hope that by opening the area
up it will deter people from using it
as a dumping ground.With that in
mind, you can find the telephone
number for reporting Fly Tipping in
our new directory!

The work at Witley Parish Council
goes on ably led by our Clerk Brian
Groves and his Assistant Pat
Jameson and we, the Parish
Councillors, thank them for all they
do to keep the Parish running like
clockwork.They are both to be
found in the Parish Office at Milford 

Village Hall in the mornings Monday
to Friday, so if you want to pop in
and report that hole in the road or
overhanging shrubbery please feel
free to do so. If they can’t deal with
your query at Parish level they will
certainly know who to call.

I hope you find this newsletter
interesting and informative and I
also hope that you think you are
getting good value from your Parish
Council for your 68p per
household per week.

Maxine Gale,
Chairman,Witley Parish Council
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The biggest issue this year has
been negotiating to add two new
areas of land to our portfolio –
the land on the north side of
Cherry Tree Road and the
Sunnyhill Playing Field.

Cherry Tree Road –
Northside

Following the work done to
improve drainage for some houses
in the area,Thames Water, at the
Council’s request and with Surrey
County Council’s agreement,
cleared  a number of years’
accumulation of rubbish.

They reclaimed the ditch, found
tyres, a motorbike and debris of all
sorts as well as clearing the nettles
and brambles.The WI had also asked
the Parish Council to take over
responsibility for the cherry trees on
that road and on Bypass Road, so it
seemed a natural progression to ask
SCC if we could have a licence to
look after the rest, particularly as
they had just granted one to a
resident of Oak Tree Road and we
were concerned about piecemeal
development. Once the licence was
granted in July we took an overview
of the site and are now in the
process of improving it.

Sunnyhill Playing Field

By the time this newsletter goes to
press, we hope that the Sunnyhill
Play area will be under Parish
Council control.You may already be
aware that Waverley Borough
Council approached WPC at the
beginning of the year to take over
and manage this play area, as their

funds would not stretch to any
enhancements or improvements on
the site. Once it is under our control
we will look to making some
improvements in the equipment and
safety of the area. Our policy with
play areas is to always maintain to
the highest standards recommended
by the ROSPA Reports so even if
something only gets a mention i.e.
the Spring Dog’s nose needs a lick
of paint, it will be done.

Helping to create an
attractive environment

We have continued our work in
helping to make the villages more
attractive – this year we gave Milford
Horticultural and Gardening Society
a grant to plant daffodils around the
area – last year it was Witley. Also we
have supported a project managed
by local Sandhills resident, Martin
Foulkes, to develop a small area of
Robertson’s Green into a wild flower
area.We’re also in the process of
replacing some of the less-well
Cherry trees in Cherry Tree road
and Guildford and Godalming Bypass
Road and adding a few more.

The Council has quite a number of
trees to look after and a tree survey
is commissioned every other year.
The current survey identified 150
trees which need attention and the
Council will be prioritising the work
over the winter.

Long term planning for
Parish land

Looking longer term on the
maintenance and development of
Parish land, we have already

commissioned professional advice
for the two ponds – Blackhill Pond
on Milford Heath and the pond at
Robertson's Green and also for the
land at the Pleck so that we are
able to be more pro-active rather
than reactive.

We recently made the decision to
cut down the hedge hiding Blackhill
Pond from sight.We hope you like it
looking more like it used to.

Over the next year we will be
looking at the other areas of land –
Cherry Tree Road area and Sunnyhill
first, but also Witley Recreation
Ground, Robertson's Green
(excluding the pond, this time),
Milford Heath and Jubilee Field.We
will also be working more closely
with St John’s Church to make sure
we are all happy about the
maintenance of the Churchyard
which is surprisingly the
responsibility of the Parish.
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AMENITIES & ENVIRONMENT

Blackhill Pond - before . . .

. . . and after removal of the hedge
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The Council were able this year to
keep the increase in the precept to
a minimum, largely because the
recent security improvements have
borne fruit and the costs to repair
the results of vandalism have not
been so heavy.

Security improvements, however,
are constantly under review and the
aging CCTV at the Council Office,
which also covers the Village Hall,
had to be replaced.

Another area we have been
focussing on this year is how we
can best let parishioners know what

the Council is doing and, indeed,
what else is happening in the area.
This year you will find an extended
directory to keep by the phone.

This has evolved due to requests
from you the Parishioners wanting
to know more about the facilities
and activities in your area.We hope
you find it a useful tool when trying
to find the number of your local
village hall or who to call if your
bins need emptying.

We’re also in the process of
having the website redesigned so
that is more user friendly and easier
for the Clerk to update.

John Foster, Chairman, Finance
and General Purposes Committee
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Litter

We hope you will
have noticed that

there is less litter about now.
Technically litter is not the Parish

Council’s responsibility, except on our
own land. It is Surrey County Council’s
problem, but we have employed a
litter picker for a number of years.
When he resigned we advertised and
have taken on four young people

doing 4 hours a week each.They cover
between them six different areas
which we are aware constantly need
extra attention.
Julie Grist, Chairman,Amenities
and Environment Committee.

Witley Parish Council has some
new Councillors, which has given
some welcome new judgement to
the applications we have
considered. New Councillors would
still, however, be welcome!

The Council have considered
many new applications within the
Parish for the usual extensions,
conservatories and garages— few
have been contentious.

Appeals have been considered by
the Planning Inspectorate for a
number of sites; two notable
dismissals have been for the Post
Office in Milford and Baynards
Garage in Witley. Both these

decisions are welcomed by the
Parish Council.

Concerns have been expressed
by Parishioners over applications
made for the Brickworks site in
Brook, where enforcement by
Waverley has been lax, due to the
planning legislation which restricts
control whilst new applications are
made. Similar concerns have been
expressed over applications relating
to the Rockwood Estate, where a
strategic master plan has not been
submitted, allowing an assessment
to be made of the cumulative
development impact.

Redevelopment of the Dorlcote
site is currently being considered by
Waverley.The site will be used for

affordable housing, but concerns are
currently being expressed over the
traffic impact in the immediate area.
Waverley's new Highways Engineer
was recently invited to inspect the
site for himself and we are aware
that our local Borough Councillors
are also 'on the case'. Hopefully you
will have seen the proposals by the
time you read this.

We try to provide Waverley with
a balanced view of public opinion
and always welcome parishioners’
views, in order that we can reflect
local concerns.Talk to us – you
know where we are!
Stephen J Dale MLI,
Chairman,Witley Parish Council
Planning Committee

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES

PLANNING

WPC Newsletter 06  16/8/06  11:35  Page 3



AUTUMN WALK
We normally have
a Parish Walk in

the spring but this
year we enjoyed it
so much we thought

we would have one
in the autumn as well. So how
about joining us at 3pm on Sunday
15th October 2006. See our
notice boards for details
nearer the time.

WALK THIS WAY
We have some beautiful
countryside around our villages and
numerous footpaths.

Although Surrey County Council is
responsible for footpaths, Parish
Councillors try to walk all of those
within the parish every so often to
check if they are in good repair and
we report back to Surrey if there
are any problems. If you walk those
footpaths, could you let us know if
you come across anything that
needs dealing with or even if you
have walked it and it is fine, so that
we can build up a record of how
things are and concentrate on the
ones not being walked regularly. Just
ring the Council office or email Pat,
the Assistant Clerk.

And if you do walk a path

regularly, would you be interested
in monitoring it on a regular basis
for us?  Again just ring the Council
Office or email the Assistant Clerk.

INTERESTED IN
CYCLING?

If you're a cyclist, would
you like to have a say

about local facilities
and routes for
cyclists?

The Waverley
Cycle Forum
would be
delighted to hear

from you.The
Forum brings

local cyclists,Waverley councillors
and officers together to review and
discuss cycling issues in the
Borough. A major part of the
Forum’s work has been drafting 
the Waverley Borough Cycle plan
which was adopted by the 
Borough Council in April 2005.
The Forum is also responsible for
defining, prioritising and reviewing
the development of cycle facilities
in the Borough, though ultimately
councillors authorise the funding 
of schemes.

Both Waverley Borough Council
and Surrey County Council have an
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The Steering Group have had a busy
and challenging  period resolving the
last areas of consultation on what we
call the Key Issues.

To produce a workable Parish Plan,
with a real agenda for our Action
Plan, we have to consult all of the
Agencies who are involved with those

issues – County and Borough
Councils, schools and local groups.

We are now in a position to finalise
the Plan which, subject to adoption
by the Parish Council, will be
produced and circulated in October.

Every opinion expressed in the
responses to the Questionnaire has

been considered and, I hope,
been taken account of, and the
resulting Plan will be a positive
move to inform Councils and
improve Witley Parish as a whole.

Stephen J Dale, Chairman,Witley
Parish Plan Steering Group

THE WITLEY PARISH PLAN

CLEAN UP DAY
Fancy helping

Councillors clean
up the Pleck and

Blackhill
Pond/Cherry Tree

Road area?
Meet at the car park on

Milford Heath 

on Sunday 
19th November from
11.30am to 1.00pm

Wear some gloves.
Rubbish bags will 

be provided!
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Neighbourhood Specialist Officers
(NSOs) work in a particular
neighbourhood according to local
needs. Our aim is to be locally known
and knowledgeable, identify key local
problems and be seen to make a
difference.

NSOs do not deal with
response or
investigations.

If a crime is in progress
or life or property are in
danger call 999.To report
a non-urgent incident or
crime call 0845 1252222.
There are TPT
(response) officers who
will attend emergencies
and incidents warranting immediate
or prompt police attendance in line
with Surrey Police policy and there
are CID (investigators) officers who
look into reports of crimes.

The NSOs role is to develop links
in the community (Milford and Witley,
Elstead and Thursley) to better
understand concerns and problems of
the community and to involve
appropriate agencies in tackling those
concerns or problems. A lot of the
work is planned in advance which
means a lot of appointments and a
lot of research. NSOs are not old
fashioned beat officers wandering the

local area as this has not been shown
to effectively tackle community
concerns and problems. If you feel
you would benefit from a surgery let
Sam know and she can canvass for
general interest on the issues or areas
you suggest.

To raise a neighbourhood concern
or seek advice either email her or
leave a message. Bear in mind that
she deals with slow time incidents, so
it may be some time before she can
get back to you!
A new development is that the
Surrey Together Team has been
working in the Milford and Witley
area since April 2006 providing a
uniform reassurance presence and
seeking to gain the views of
residents, young and old, over anti-
social behaviour in the area.They
also have a full time youth worker

who can assist in advice and
knowledge about local schemes and
activities for youths.
Generally, please be aware there
have been a number of thefts from
properties which are visually

undergoing
construction work and
vehicles which look as if
they carry tools - extra
vigilance is needed!  
Vehicles have also been
targeted recently and
high value items stolen
– please report any
suspicious behaviour
and don't leave
anything obviously

valuable visible in your car! 
Also be careful out on the

commons at the moment. After
several dry years a large brush fire
could easily be started by a
discarded cigarette.

And lastly please let us know if you
have concerns about the area. I have
been covering the post while Sam
Barnett is on maternity leave but
Sam will be back by the time you
receive the newsletter.

Thanks.

Kal Graham, NSO, Elstead,
Thursley, Milford & Witley  
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If a crime 
is in progress

or life or
property are in

danger call 

999

To report a
non-urgent

incident crime
call 

0845
1252222

The phone number for either of us is 0845 125 2222.
Sam’s email address is Barnett2480@surrey.pnn.police.uk

interest in cycling: generally
speaking, the County has a
responsibility for ‘utility cycling’ on
the public highway, and for ‘safe
routes to schools’ for local young
people;Waverley, for its part, has a

responsibility to maintain various
tracks for ‘leisure cycling’, such as
the Downs Link.

If you would like to put your
ideas to the Forum, or would like
more information, write to 

Byron Grainger-Jones,
(Waverley's Portfolio Holder
for Leisure), at Madeley,
Wildcroft Wood,Witley, GU8
5RL or e-mail him at 
bgrainger-jones@waverley.gov.uk.

FROM OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD SPECIALIST POLICE OFFICER
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This is a good question.The answer
we give now after three years in the
job may not be the same as a fellow
councillor might give after sixteen
years. But this is how it seems to us
at the moment.

Making policy and 
making decisions

First of all, the councillors are the
Council.Although there is a large team
of expert and experienced officers,
who provide the background, present
the alternatives and make
recommendations, all decision are
made in the end by the councillors
who are elected and unpaid.

The work of Waverley divides into
four main parts:

Plus the quasi judicial role of
licensing.

In all cases policies have to be
made, and decisions taken in the
light of those policies.

Of course, each political party
takes a collective view on every
issue of policy, and the individual
councillor can always save work by
simply following the party line. But
they can, as we try to do, also
contribute to forming the party
line. In the case of our party if we
think that the party line conflicts
with the interests of our own ward

we make it clear that we
would find it difficult to
follow that line.

It is amazing how much
reading is required in
order to reach an
informed view on the
issues that come up for
decision. A member of the
general public can
nowadays get some idea
of the amount of literature
that is produced by looking
at the Waverley website
(www.waverley.gov.uk).
Councillors get it all
through the post as well!
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SURREY
Cllr Peter Martin
Cllr David Harmer
WAVERLEY
Cllr John Sandy (Milford) 
Cllr Keith Webster (Milford) 
01428 644332

Cllr Elizabeth Cable 
(Witley and Hambledon) 
01428 682640
Cllr Adam Taylor-Smith 
(Witley and Hambledon) 
01428 681783

Cllr Nancie Mitchell 
(Elstead and Thursley – covering 
also Brook) 01252 703015
Cllr Richard Terry
(Elstead and Thursley – covering 
also Brook) 01252 702338

YOUR COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

WHAT DOES A WAVERLEY
COUNCILLOR DO?

A link with the people

The councillor is there to represent
the views of the people. Of course,
this is difficult because not all people
take the same view.We do not exist
simply to echo the opinion of the
first person we speak to or reflect
the view of the most powerful lobby
and we will always have our own
views which cannot be ignored
without loss of conviction.
Nevertheless, we must try to gauge
the general mood and to take on
board the reasoned arguments on
both sides of any issue.

In Witley we try to keep in touch
with popular opinion in several ways.
We hold periodic street surgeries.
We attend numerous meetings.We
talk to people a lot, and people talk
to us.We attend meetings of the
Parish Council whenever we are able
to. As well as representing popular
opinion in the Council, we also try to
interpret the Council’s decisions to
the people. If you think the Council
has acted foolishly, we may be able to
explain its reasons.

Helping individuals

Thirdly, because we gradually get to
know how the system works,
councillors are sometimes in a
position to help individuals who

• HOUSING, including 

Council houses

• PLANNING,
both individual 
planning applications

and general policy on

planning

• the ENVIRONMENT and 

LEISURE, which includes 
waste collection and

disposal

• FINANCE, including

setting the council rate
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have a problem involving one of
the Council’s services, or perhaps
the services provided by some
other council or agency, for
example, to do with health, or
housing, or even money.This can be
very time-consuming, but it can
also be rewarding.

There is just one type of help,
however, that we cannot give, and
that is help in promoting individual
planning applications or applications
for licences.This is probably one of
the most controversial and difficult
parts of a councillor’s job. If a
councillor sits on a planning or
licensing committee, each case must
be judged impartially on the basis of
the evidence that is presented, but
the ward must always be
represented and any local
knowledge put forward that may
affect the application. If you try to
lobby us regarding a planning
application, we shall listen, thank you
politely but explain that we cannot
be both judge and advocate in the
same cause.

Elizabeth Cable and 
Adam Taylor-Smith,
Waverley Borough Councillors 
(Witley and Hambledon)

Elizabeth sits on the
Community Overview and
Scrutiny Committee,
Licensing Committees and
Planning Committee B.

Adam sits on Environment &
Leisure Overview and Scrutiny
Committee and 
Planning Committee A.

The role of the Parish Council is
defined by the Local Government
Act of 1972 and other legislation.
Local councils have been granted
powers, created by Acts of

Parliament which permit the
Council to undertake specific
activities, if they so wish.The law
permits the Council to raise funds
from parishioners via the annual
precept which is levied as part of
the Council Tax to each household.

Councillors are elected every
four years and in 2007 there is an
opportunity for any eligible
parishioner to put themselves
forward for election.

The Council plays a vital role in
representing the interests of the
communities it serves and
improving the quality of life and
local environment. In addition it has

an advocacy role in influencing
other decision makers.These
include the Council’s of Waverley,
Surrey, the non-elected South East
Regional Assembly, Campaign for

the Protection of Rural

England, and local Management and
Council Association Committees.
There are many more who consult
the Council about proposed
activity in the Parish, especially
planning applications before they
are submitted to Waverley, the
planning authority.

The statutory duties in Witley’s
case include the provision and
maintenance of allotments, village
greens, war memorials and mile
stones and cemeteries; for
community relations (including anti-
social ones) and finally the
provision of audited accounts for
the money spent.
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WHAT CAN YOUR LOCAL
PARISH COUNCIL DO FOR YOU?

Witley Recreation Ground
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The bulk of Witley
Parish Council’s funding
is spent on
maintenance of the
Parish owned property
and recreation
grounds.The five
recreation grounds
owned by the Council
require regular grass
cutting, hedge clipping and tree
maintenance.The play grounds have
to be regularly inspected for safety
and cleanliness, and annually for
suitability of the play ware and safety
surfaces. Replacement of damaged
equipment and repairs costs the
Council many thousands per year.
Indeed the damage was so
expensive to repair in one venue
that it has been necessary to install
CCTV.

In any year, in total, the Council can
spend up to £5.44p per elector in
providing services which may be
used by all parishioners i.e. a new bus
stop, which otherwise would not be
provided. It is a useful source of
funding when ideas are tabled
without any other means of financing.

The Council also offers grant aid
to projects which help the
community. Recently the Council

has given a donation
to Milford and
Villages Day Centre 
to improve the 
car parking.

Support was also
recently given to the
initiative to improve
the sporting facilities
at Rodborough

School, so that swimming and
tennis will be available to
parishioners at a reasonable price.

So what can the Parish Council
do for you? We are a clearing
house for comments and
complaints concerning other public
bodies and act as a sounding board
for problems faced by parishioners.

But are things about to change?
Expected soon is a white paper
from the Government on the
future of local government in
England, and your Parish Council
could become a Neighbourhood
Council having far wider powers
and responsibility. Interesting times.

Please support your local Parish
Council – the Council strongly
supports you.

Brian Groves, Clerk to Witley
Parish Council.
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Milford Ward

Miss Maxine Gale 01428 683055
(Chairman)
(E-mail:chairman@witley-pc.gov.uk)

Mrs Rosie Lander 01428 683765

Mrs Mary Langley 01483 420851

Mrs Catherine Maxwell-Miles 
01483 429311

Mrs Myra Newnes-Smith
01483 423001

Mrs Joy Nye 01483 414618

Mr Wilton Philp 01483 429290

Mr Mark Richards 01483 422698

Witley Ward East

Mr Stephen Dale 01428 681356

Mr John Foster 07808 931808
(Vice-Chairman)

Mrs Julie Grist 01428 683448

Mrs Judy Morris 01428 681585

Mrs Cynthia Perkins
01428 683066

Witley Ward West

Mr Simon Payne 01428 684371

WITLEY PARISH
COUNCIL MEMBERS

Councillors are 
elected every four 
years and in 2007

there is an opportunity
for any eligible

parishioner to put
themselves forward 

for election

Council Office, Milford Village Hall, Portsmouth Road, Milford, Godalming, Surrey GU8 5DS
Open: Monday to Friday 8.30am – 12.30pm

Telephone: 01483 422044 (Answerphone at other times) Fax: 01483 411957
Mr Brian Groves – Clerk (Email: clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk)     

Mrs Pat Jameson – Assistant Clerk (Email: asst.clerk@witley-pc.gov.uk)         Website: www.witley-pc.gov.uk 

COUNCIL OFFICE

Meetings of the Full Council are held in the Milford and Villages Day Centre, Chapel Lane, Milford 
at 8 pm on the last Thursday of each month except August and December. Meetings are open to the public.

The building is accessible for people with mobility problems. Residents wishing to raise any matter with the Council
are asked to notify the Council office two days prior to the meeting.
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