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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
You will be pleased to hear
that normal service has
resumed at the Parish Office.
We have recruited a new
Responsible Finance
Officer/Assistant Clerk for the
Parish. David Ralf joined us on 1st
June to work alongside our Clerk,
Fiona, and Office
Assistant, Greta,
completing the team.
David is highly
qualified in accountancy
and we feel we now
have someone who will
unravel the mysteries
for us Councillors
where finance is concerned.
We have successfully completed
the internal audit which is the first
stage in the audit process and the
accounts are now with the external
auditor who should report back by
September.
It has been a difficult time for
Fiona and Greta holding the fort

and you may have noticed that we
even had to close the office to the
public for two days a week just so
they could cope with the workload and get David up to speed.
The summer and light evenings,
unfortunately bring a problem,
burglary.There have been a
number of reports in
our area recently of
people losing valuable
equipment from
garden sheds, garages
and even houses.
Please lock your
valuables away when
you are not at home
and don’t leave anything on view
which might entice someone into
your property. We have, sadly,
had a theft from the Cemetery
roof, a quantity of lead has been
stolen and we are currently
obtaining quotations to repair
continued on page 2 . . .
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and replace. As we have said many
times before, if you see anything
suspicious in your area, please
report to the police. We have a
magnificent duo in PC Tracey
Taylor and PCSO Dave Boxall in
the Parish now and they welcome
any information you can give.
Summer is always busy at the
Parish Office. With the growing
season in full swing our
groundsman, Kevin, is cutting,
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trimming weeding and generally
trying to keep up with Mother
Nature. We receive numerous calls
into the office from people
reporting overhanging hedges and
trees which are not on our land. If
you own property which abuts the
public highway or footpaths, it
would be greatly appreciated if you
could trim back anything
overhanging or blocking sight lines.
Maxine Gale, Chairman

Is your organisation in need of a grant?
Each year the Council allocates a
sum of money for the awarding of
grants within the parish. Small
grants of under £750 are looked
at throughout the year as and
when we receive them.
Partnership Grants, which are for
sums over £750, are looked at in
the autumn as we prepare the
following year’s budget. All grants
given by the council have to be
for the benefit of the community
and we try to cover all age
groups when considering
requests. We give small grants to
some charities who provide
support for the people who live
in the parish, organisations like
Citizens Advice Bureau.The village

halls are getting old so their
maintenance is increasing and
costly.The grants over £750 are
towards capital works and are for
no more than 50% of the costs.
Works that we were pleased to
support included the roof at
Pirrie Hall, the windows at Milford
Village Hall and the showers at
Chichester Hall. Of course, we
also support the cricket and
football clubs in both Milford and
Witley by maintenance of the
recreation grounds.
Application forms are available
from the Council Office so if your
organisation fits the criteria and
needs funding for a project, it’s
worth thinking about applying.
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Keen on recycling?
Wondering what to do with food waste?
Currently about
35 per cent of
the average
wheelie bin
content is food
waste.
Waverley has
launched a new
weekly food waste collection
service.This won’t be in our area
as they are focussing on the more
urban areas where people have
little or no gardens.
Uncooked fruit and vegetables
can be composted along with
your grass clippings, egg shells, tea

bags and coffee
grounds, shredded
newspaper, prunings
and dried leaves.
But if you are
interested in
disposing of cooked
food you can use a Green Cone
or a Green Johanna, available from
Waverley at a discount price (£20
and £30 respectively). If you are
interested, call 01483 523524 or
email recycling@waverley.gov.uk
or check it all out on the website
at
www.waverley.gov.uk/recycling

Lawns versus meadow s
Tidiness generally
has negative
consequences for
nature, and that’s
no truer than
with grassland
management.The
average lawn,
mown to one
inch high contains up to 14
species of plant at best, usually
less. Additionally the biomass
(volume of biological material) is
very small, so there is little cover

for minibeasts,
and what little
biomass exists is
very uniform and
hence not
diverse in
structure.
If the lawn, or
part of the lawn,
is left uncut through spring and
first cut (with cuttings removed)
in June, then the plant species
continued on page 4 . . .

PAGE 4

UPDATE

JULY 2010

continued from page 3 . . .
numbers can exceed 80.The
overall habitat has significantly
found can grow to 30 or 40
more biomass and is also much
species, including many pretty
more varied, with
nectar-producing
plants such as
. . . take your pick greater sources of
nectar, seeds and
cowslips, anemones,
between
a
green
hiding places. It is
yellow aconite and
generally abuzz with
manicured
lady’s smock.
Ideal management wildlife desert, or insects which in turn
feed larger animals
for maximum
a
species
rich
and birds. Longspecies involves
leaving the meadow
meadow, abuzz established meadows
can include orchids,
uncut until early
and
ablaze.
field voles and harvest
September and
mice, and many other
then undertaking a
species will benefit as a result.
cut-and-remove operation. If the
So take your pick between a
cuttings are left, the extra nutrient
green manicured wildlife desert,
provides growing condition which
or a species rich meadow, abuzz
favour common invasive plants
and ablaze.The latter saves a lot
such as brambles, nettles and rye
of mowing too.
grasses.The nutrient-reduced
environment simulates grazing and With thanks to Ian Baldwin,
allows competition between less
of Waverley Borough Council
robust rarer plants, and species
for the original concept.

Autumn Walk
Peter Herring, the Parish
Council Tree Warden, will
lead our autumn walk on Sunday
October 24th, meeting at 2 pm .
The starting point will be
confirmed on our notice boards
nearer the time. We have quite a

number of regulars who come on
every walk – for the fresh air, the
exercise and for those little
nuggets of information on fungi
and trees of which Peter has such
a wealth. Why not join us? Dogs
on leads are welcome too.
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SURREY POLICE CONTACT DETAILS
Surrey Police: http//www.surrey.police.uk/

999
(Where a crime is in progress or life or property are in danger)

0845 125 2222 (For a non-urgent incident or crime)
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
(Crimestoppers – to give information anonymously)

01483 630086
wswaverleysnt2@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Our Neighbourhood Team:
Tracey Taylor, our Neighbourhood Specialist
Officer for community concerns or problems
David Boxall (PC Support Officer)

A letter from our new Neighbourhood
Specialist Police Officer
Dear Resident
I am PC Tracey Taylor and I'm delighted to introduce myself as your
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer. I work alongside PCSO Dave Boxall who
is familiar face in the area.
Many of you may know that I replaced PC Sam Barnett in January 2010.
Having now been in post for six months I have had an opportunity to
meet many of the residents in the Parish. My aim is to work closely with all
members of the community ensuring that we continue to enjoy where we
live and work.
I have been a Police officer with Surrey Police since November 2001 and
continued on page 6 . . .
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have served at Guildford and Farnham Police Stations, both in uniform and
plain clothes roles including Response, Child Protection and Intelligence.
Dave and I will be conducting street meetings at various
places across the parish:
MILFORD – Farmers Market
Sunday
21st June 2010 . . . . . . . .1030-1330 hours
Sunday
17th October 2010 . . .1030-1330 hours
MILFORD – Post Office ** New Venue **
Monday
7th June 2010 . . . . . . . . .1000-1100 hours
Monday
5th July 2010 . . . . . . . . .1000-1100 hours
Monday
9th August 2010 . . . . . .1000-1100 hours
Monday
6th September 2010 . . .1000-1100 hours
MILFORD – Secretts Garden Centre ** New Venue **
Saturday
31 st July 2010 . . . . . . . .1130-1230 hours
Wednesday
18th August 2010 . . . . .1300-1400 hours
Saturday
25th September 2010 . .1130-1230 hours
WITLEY –
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

TE Francis Shop
22 June 2010 . . . . . . . . .0930-1030
6th July 2010 . . . . . . . . .1000-1100
5th August 2010 . . . . . .0930-1030
3rd September 2010 . . .0930-1030

hours
hours
hours
hours

As you will be aware from the press, Surrey is one of the safest counties
in the country. Surrey Police is one of the best performing forces in the
country. I am pleased to report that the Parish suffers from little crime
I will be out and about when on duty – please feel free to stop me or
Dave. If you would like to contact us please call on
01483 630086 or email wswaverleysnt2@surrey.pnn.police.uk
We also have a page on the Surrey Police website – please see the link
below:
http://www.surrey.police.uk/neighbourhood/neighbourhood.asp?area=WVM
Tracey Taylor,
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer, Surrey Police
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Witley Parish Councillors
Milford Ward
Mr Donald Johnstone
07833 616131
Mrs Catherine Maxwell-Miles
(Chairman, Finance and General
Purposes Committee)
01483 429311
Mrs Myra Newnes-Smith
01483 423001
Mrs Joy Nye
01483 414618
Mr Patrick Stewart
01428 681586
Witley Ward East
Mrs Christy Crouch
01428 682181
Mr Claudio Del Giudice
(Lead member for Wormley)
01428 682888

Miss Maxine Gale
01428 683055 (Chairman)
Mrs Julie Grist
(Chairman, Amenities and
Environment Committee)
01428 683448
Mr Nick Holder
(Lead member for Brook)
01428 682402
Mr Jack Lee
01428 684853
Mr Tony Longrigg
01428 684925
Witley Ward West
Mr Stephen Dale
(Vice-Chairman, Chairman, Planning
Committee)
01428 681356

Your County and Borough Councillors
Cllr Peter Martin
(Godalming South, Milford and
Witley)
01483 426064
Cllr David Harmer
(Waverley Western Villages)
01483 609792
Waverley Borough Council
Cllr John Sandy (Milford)
01483 429910
Cllr Keith Webster (Milford)
01428 644332

Cllr Elizabeth Cable
(Witley and Hambledon)
01428 682640
Cllr Adam Taylor-Smith
(Witley and Hambledon)
01428 681783
Cllr Nick Holder (Elstead and
Thursley – covering also some of
Brook) 01428 682402
Cllr Bryn Morgan (Elstead and
Thursley – covering also some of
Brook) 01252 790048
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Available from the
Parish Council Office
Are you finding this Newsletter relevant and useful? If you have an idea
for inclusion in a future Newsletter please contact us via the website:
http://www.witley-pc.gov.uk/contact.php

Where to find us
Council Office, Milford Village Hall, Portsmouth Road
Milford, GU8 5DS
Office hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am – 12.30pm.
Tel: 01483 422044 Email: clerk@Witley-pc.gov.uk
asst.clerk@Witley-pc.gov.uk Web: http://www.witley-pc.gov.uk
Printed on recycled paper

