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17 June 2019 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Witley Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation 

Land west of Petworth Road, Witley  

These representations have been prepared by Boyer on behalf of Mr Mark Bayley and Dr 

Susan Bayley who are the executors of the estate of the late Mrs Miriam Allenby Bayley which 

holds a freehold interest in undeveloped land to the west of Petworth Road Witley. A site 

location plan is included for reference at Appendix 1. 

Background 

Representations were made to the Waverley Borough Local Plan Part 2: Site Allocations and 

Development Management Policies Preferred Options Consultation in July 2018 on behalf of 

our Client (see Appendix 2). As part of the papers published for the Waverley Overview & 

Scrutiny on 22 October 2018, the pre-submission Local Plan Part 2 was published. This 

included Land west of Petworth Road as being allocated for at least 70 dwellings, Suitable 

Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) and the potential for the site to accommodate a new 

health centre. This site appears to be the only site being promoted in the vicinity of Milford 

and Witley that is capable of accommodating a SANG and is crucially located outside of the 

Surrey Hills AONB of which a number of other development sites in the local vicinity were 

located within. 

It was expected that the pre-submission plan would have been published in November 2018 

for public consultation. However this has been delayed due to councillors wanting the council 

to have more time to engage with the local community about some of the content of the 

draft Local Plan Part 2 before it is published, including further work on site allocations and 
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gaining further feedback from key stakeholders. It is however apparent that the inclusion of 

Land west of Petworth Road within the pre-submission Local Plan Part 2 demonstrates its 

suitability in coming forward as a development site. 

Neighbourhood Plan  

Policy A1 – New Community Healthcare Hub in the draft Neighbourhood Plan supports 

proposals for the development of a new community healthcare hub of not less than 12,500 

square feet internal floorspace and at least 40 dedicated parking spaces. 

Evidence Base Document F – Community Site Allocations Assessment Paper identifies the 

Healthcare Hub on Land bound by Petworth Road (east) and Wheeler Street Nurseries (south) 

(WNP11). This area of land forms part of our Client’s land on Land west of Petworth Road. 

We are supportive of the principle of Policy A1 however the Healthcare Hub is dependent on 

the allocation of the wider site for a comprehensive residential led development and we 

suggest that the policy should be re-worded to reflect this.  Furthermore, we suggest that the 

policy should set out the parameters for the new community building in terms of land area 

rather than floor area.  This allows for flexibility and responsiveness, as will be required to 

account for the specific requirements of the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and other 

NHS/public health partners, who will be responsible for the delivery and operation of the 

healthcare facility.  

Following allocation, and securing of an implementable planning permission for no less than 

70 dwellings, it is proposed that land for the new healthcare hub will be gifted to the Parish 

Council as part of a comprehensive residential development. The delivery and construction of 

the community facility will then be the full responsibility of the Parish Council/Surgery 

although it is proposed that the planning application for the comprehensive site could be a 

hybrid application to secure the principle of development of the community building.   

Although Evidence Base Document F indicates an approximate area of 0.65 ha for the 

healthcare hub plus ancillary space and parking, the precise boundary of land gifted to the 

Parish Council will only be established following correspondence with the NHS/CCG. 

Additionally the necessary technical work on the site will need to be undertaken to establish 

the development capacity of the whole site, including the provision of SANG. In this respect, 

Natural England require a 2.3km circular path (as set out in Appendix 1), in accordance with 

the established Thames Basin Heath mitigation strategy.  

Accordingly, there is a requirement for flexibility concerning the exact location of the 

Healthcare Hub within the wider site. We would therefore suggest that the Policy supporting 
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text and plan at Evidence Base Document F are revised such that the facility can be provided 

at any suitable location within the site, subject to meeting other policies of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and Development Plan more widely including meeting parking standards 

and achieving an acceptable design. The exact area should therefore not be defined at this 

point but should rather be illustrated as a broad location on a plan.  

Taking account of the above, it is our opinion that Policy A1 – New Community Healthcare 

Hub should therefore be reworded as such:  

“Proposals for the development of a new community healthcare hub on Land west of 

Petworth Road, Witley on land no less than 0.5 ha of not less than 12,500 square feet 

internal floorspace and at least 40 dedicated parking spaces as part of a wider 

comprehensive residential-led scheme for at least 70 dwellings, will be supported provided it 

is an acceptable design, consistent with policies within this Plan and the Development Plan 

Policies.” 

We are very keen to work with the Parish to ensure that suitable land is made available for 

the new Community Healthcare Hub in a location, which both meets the needs of the 

community and allows for it to be successfully delivered.  

We would be happy to engage further with the Parish Council to discuss any of the points 

raised in this representation. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information or if there is 

anything you would like to discuss further. 

Yours sincerely, 

Planner   

Leaders Romans Group 

 

   

 

Enc.  
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Appendix 1 – Site Location Plan 

Appendix 2 - Representations made to the Waverley Borough Local Plan Part 2: Site 

Allocations and Development Management Policies Preferred Options Consultation in July 

2018 

 




